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Transplants are big news. The face of a
cute child who is faced with death can
move hearts to action and sympathy,
can unleash the prayers and money of
a community or a country.

Sometimes love and money aren’t
enough. Sometimes the needed organ
doesn’t come. Sometimes babies die.

Daniel Day died on Tuesday, June 17.
He had been in and out of Children’s
Hospital for months before, waiting for
the call to fly to Dallas for a liver
transplant, the call that never came.

Daniel and his mother Nina were
regulars of the fifth floor for months,
Nina staying with Daniel while others
cared for her two other children at
home in Huntsville, Ala. Nina’s quiet
courage and good humor were
mirrored by her son, and both earned

N o liver transplant came through to save
Daniel Day. But his short life raised public
consciousness about the need for organ
donation, and he helped forge lasting bonds

of love and friendship.

the respect and admiration of staff
members who worked with them and
knew them.

- “They laughed with us, cried with
us. Just became family—adopted us,”
Nina remembered.

“After Daniel died all these people
coming in to hug me and cry with
me—just to say they cared. So many of
them came to the funeral.

“If you have to be in the hospital,
Vanderbilt is the place to be. It’s the
best equipped, very accommodating.
Beyond that, the staff’s so
extraordinary —the staff not only cares
about the patient, but the moms and
dads too.

“My heart’s really at Vanderbilt. We
had such a good experience there —
even though Daniel died. I must say,
we were among friends.”

But even being among friends
doesn’t mean the death of a child isn’t
painful:

“You're not human if you don’t know
you're going to have to go through
something that hurts. It hurts!”

But she also sees a brighter side.

“It could have dragged on so much
longer than it did. It could have been
much worse than it was.”

But there were happy times, recalled
Nina. Whenever a Nurse approached

Continued on page 6

Daniel and Nina pause during a wagon ride through the halls of Children’s Hospital.

‘
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Daniel

Continued from page 5

Daniel he knew it could mean only one
thing—a new band-aid. To Daniel if
the nurses weren’t going to give him
something—like a shot for pain—they
were going to take something away,
like his blood for lab tests.

So whenever he saw a person who
even faintly resembled a nurse or
doctor he would immediately demand
a band-aid.

It wasn’t long before Daniel had
what medical student, Russ Urman
called subacutecutaneousbandaid-
ema—band-aids that went up one
arm and down the other, around each
finger, and striped each leg.

Nina says she will always remember
people like Russ Urman— Vanderbilt
people that she and Daniel became
close to.

“It was like leaving family. I had a
hard time leaving.” Nina said. “When I
left Vanderbilt I was also feeling a loss
for that family.

“Ten years from now I will remember
the people. Without a doubt they are
Vanderbilt.

“The nurses, the doctors, —since I've
been home I've been wondering how
they were doing. I feel like I've made
some lifetime friendships.

Above: Nina sports the necklace Daniel made for her in the playroom
capture his attention. Below: Nina settles in for another night in Da
Fields and medical student Russ Urman (right).
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n the playroom. Left: Other playroom activities also
ter night in Daniel’s room, and helps Nurse Dianne

“The thing I remember is that they
were so good. They were tops in every
respect.”

Some names come to mind.

“Adele Lewis—she explained things
to me so throughly I didn’t have the
fear of the unknown. Tish Wisman—
the arm around the shoulder, the reach
out to hold your hand. Susan Wright—
prayer support.

“So many I felt that support from.
The girls in the playroom...it helped
me a lot to see people caring for Daniel
not only physically but spiritually.

“They came in after hours, on off
hours, and played with him. Got him
laughing.

“I think he felt everyone in the
hospital were his friends. It made it so
much easier to live there.”

The Staff Remembers

Adele Lewis, RN, 5 South—"1 couldn’t
get over how much faith she had in us.
She would always ask, ‘Now, Adele,
should I be worried? Is it time to be
scared?’

“Daniel was a joy to take care of.
Even though he died, we still knew we
did everything for Daniel and his
mom.”

Diane Fields, RN, 5 South—*“Nina was
just great! You could come into work
feeling real down in the dumps, and
then Nina would come in and she

Continued on page 8
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Daniel

Continued from page 7

would cheer you up.

“I remember one time when we were
getting ready to remove the NG tube
from Daniel’s stomach, and Daniel’s
response, because it had happened so
many times before, was “‘Why don’t we
just leave it in?"”

Carol Christel, nursing student—
“[Nina] was a real strong, real positive
person. Real up front with her feelings.
Daniel was cute as a bug. She had an
inner strength from her faith that was
so unbelievable.

“It made me want to go into research
in that area. I was wanting to be able to
do something to help.”

Lucy Recihlin, child life worker—“T'll
never forget the way his face lit up
when he saw something he liked.”

Cathy Caudle, child life worker—
“Daniel was the first patient I got to
know really well that died. Through
Nina I learned more about a parent’s
perspective, more about what they go
through. I remember Daniel coming

into the playroom and we would play
with the castles and the Sesame Street
characters for hours. He had a lot of
imagination.”

Linda Fenoglio, RN, 5 South—"She
was like an inspiration to us. At the
end, she was supporting us.”

Lisa Becker, RN, PICU—"Nina had

incredible peace about the situation.
She wanted Daniel to live if that was
possible, but she was at peace about it
all.”
Unnecessary Losses

Daniel’s case isn’t unusual, according
to Terry Jackson, coordinator of the
Nashville Regional Organ Procurement

Agency (NROPA). One of Jackson's
jobs is matching available organs with
the people who need them. He said
there are enough livers suitable for
transplant to see to it that every child
in Daniel’s predicament gets a
transplant. The problem is that the
livers aren’t donated, and children die.

“The potential donors are out there,
but we're not being called,” Jackson
said.

“Getting the referral, getting the
donor, getting the physician to broach
the subject with families—these are
problems.”

Jackson said that he sees signs that
the situation may be improving. One of
the reasons is increased public
awareness of the need for organs.
Daniel, for example, was the subject of
newspaper stories in both the
Tennessean and the Nashville Banner, as
well as television reports, including
two on WSMV.

“Hundreds of liver transplants are
done a year,” Jackson said. “But there
are always people in need—especially
children.”

In fact, Jackson said, the lack of
donations of children’s livers means
that the odds are against any child who
needs a liver.

“Nina Day was a unique individual,”
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he said. “She accepted the fact that the
odds were against him.”

Nina said it was her faith in God that
allowed her to accept and deal with
Daniel’s illness and death.

“Basically I knew that ultimately it
was out of my control. That there were
things that might happen. ..they might
not find a donor or something could
happen where he couldn’t have the
transplant.

“I'd had enough experience with
God before—1I knew that he loved me.
There’s no doubt in my mind that he
loved me.”

Daniel’s last days—In mid-May, Daniel
had stabilized enough to go home. Opposite
page: Nina dresses him for the trip and says
goodbye to PICU nurse Lisa Becker. It was
to be his last trip home; he took a turn for
the worse and was readmitted two days
later. Left: Nina worriedly watches over him
two days before his death. Below: Love and
time begin to heal the hurt—the smile on
Daniel’s face in the photograph matches
those on his brothers Ryan and Jeremy in
the living room of their Huntsville, Ala.,
home.
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